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The following Listing of the Claims will replace all prior versions and all prior listings of 
the claims in the present application: 

Listing of the Claims : 

Claims 1-23 (Cancelled). 

24. (Currently Amended) A method of screening a helminthic parasite preparation 
for one or more components that reduce an e xc e ssiv e a_Thl immune response, said method 
comprising the steps of: 

(a) obtaining a helminthic parasite preparation; 

(b) producing a homogenate of said helminthic parasite preparation; 

(c) separating fractions of said homogenate; and 

(d) assaying a fraction of said homogenate to determine whether said fraction decreases a 
Thl immune response; wherein a decrease in a Thl immune response is indicative of said 
fraction comprising one or more components that reduce said Thl immune response for 
th e pr e s e nc e of a biological activity that r e duc e s an e xc e ssiv e Thl immun e respons e . ; and 

(e) further fractionating said fraction of step (d) into sub-fractions and identifying a sub- 
fraction that reduces a Thl immune response. 

25. (Cancelled) 

26. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 24 wherein a fraction containing one or 
more components that reduce an e xc e ssiv e aThl immune response is further subjected to steps 
(c) and (d) one or more times, to identify a sub-fraction containing one or more components that 
reduce an e xcessive a/Thl immune response. 



27. (Cancelled) 
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28. (Original) The method of claim 24 wherein said helminthic parasite preparation is 
prepared from one of the group consisting of: helminthic parasite eggs; larvae; cercariae; and 
adult worms. 

29. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 24 wherein fractionating is performed 
using one or more chromatographic separation techniques. 

30. (Original) The method of claim 29 wherein said one or more chromatographic 
separation techniques are selected from the group consisting of: column chromatography; HPLC; 
FPLC; matrix-affinity chromatography; reverse-phase chromatography; and electrophoretic 
separation. 

31. (Original) The method of claim 24 wherein said assaying comprises an in vitro 

assay. 

32. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 24 wherein said assaying comprises 
administering a fraction from step (c) to a mammal and detecting a Thl response in said mammal 
as evidenced by an in vitro assay . 



Claims 33-35 (Cancelled). 



